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next to him was Sherman.'    I would change the order.    I
admit for Lee a great character, accomplishments as a soldier
and as a man, praise in every way except his unfortunate
lack of wisdom.    I do not now speak of motives, but of
the military genius who was the military genius of the war.
Place Lee where Sherman was.  Place Sherman where Lee
was.    Place Lee at Chattanooga,   even with  Sherman's
army.   Would he have found his way to Atlanta, and at
Atlanta cut loose from his base of supplies and entered
upon the wild march for the sea three hundred miles away?
I believe no man lacking the genius of Sherman would
have entered on that march to the sea.    But come nearer
home.    Lee had the same opportunity, only it was ten
times better than that Sherman had at Atlanta.    Suppose
Sherman had been in command of the army of Lee. Wash-
ington at that time lay completely in the power of an
enterprising and daring commander, and with Washington
captured, intervention from abroad would have come.    I
do not predict final defeat, for throughout all the action
the finger of God was present, guiding and directing.    I
cannot believe that under any circumstances the cause of
liberty and union could have failed, but at Washington was
the chance of victory, and Lee failed to take it.    More
than that, he went to the Potomac, crossed it, and our
disorganized army, without a commander, being divided
between Pope and McClellan, was ten days behind him,
and he marched on into Pennsylvania; and what did he do,
and what would Sherman have done ? Lee did not dare to
lose communication with his base of supplies,   and was
driven back from Antietam with a divided army.    Had
Sherman been at the head of that army, and that distance
between him and the pursuing forces, he would have gone
to Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Buffalo, Cleveland, Cincinnati,diving the enemy, counties, a flourishing little town
